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suitable for decoration on a large scale. A similar method
of decoration was formerly much used in Saracenic archi-
tectural decoration of interiors in many countries. At
Nosam, leather dish-mats are painted with pictures of
deities and floral designs. Native playing-cards and fans
made of palm leaves, lacquered and painted, are also made
there.

Fig. 83,   Portion of a lacquered table, Nandyal, Kurnool.
At Trichinopoly, models of the great temples, artificial
flowers, and bullock coaches, are made of the pith of the
sola plant (^Eschynomene aspera). The pith is further em-
ployed in the manufacture of sola (not solar) topis or sun-
hats, and in the construction of the decorated tazias or
tabuts, representing the tombs of the martyrs Hasan and
Husain, at the Muhammadan Mohurrum festival.
Of the mats of South India, those made at Tinnevelly